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Despite the month-long hostage crisis in Peru, Ecuador's President Abdala Bucaram arrived in
Lima on Jan. 13 for the first official visit of an Ecuadoran head of state to Peru since independence
from Spain in the 19th century. Bucaram was received by Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori.
The two presidents emphasized a commitment to resolving their decades- old border dispute that
has frequently erupted in fighting, most recently in early 1995 (see NotiSur, 02/24/95, 03/10/95 and
11/08/96).
Although Bucaram's two-day stay is the first visit of an Ecuadoran president to Peru, Fujimori has
made four trips to Ecuador, three of which were official visits. He first went to Ecuador in January
1992, at the invitation of then president Rodrigo Borja (1988-1992). He returned six months later to
attend the inauguration of former president Sixto Duran Ballen (1992-1996), and he visited a third
time in December 1992.
Fujimori also attended meetings of the Rio Group and the Andean Pact in Quito in September
1995. In welcoming Bucaram at the Lima airport, Fujimori said the visit was a "giant step toward
improving relations between the two countries." During the state visit, Fujimori took his visitor
to Lima's sprawling shantytowns, known as pueblos jovenes, where more than half the city's
population of six million live in poverty. The two walked through the dusty streets amid crowds
of cheering residents. The two presidents also traveled to Vilcashuaman, a city in the Andean
department of Ayacucho, 575 km southeast of Lima, to visit several development projects and
inaugurate a children's center. Ayacucho is the birthplace of the Maoist Sendero Luminoso guerrilla
group and was the site of some of the country's worst violence during the 1980s and early 1990s.
Fujimori said that the scars left by years of violence are disappearing. He said he brought Bucaram
to Vilcashuaman, one of the cities most affected by the violence, so that the Ecuadoran president
could see that the Peruvian people resoundingly reject violence and that the country has made
great strides in pacification. Despite Fujimori's undeniable progress in reducing guerrilla violence,
the continuing hostage crisis, which somewhat overshadowed Bucaram's visit, made clear that
violence has not been eradicated. The crisis began Dec. 17 when guerrillas from the Movimiento
Revolucionario Tupac Amaru (MRTA) entered the home of the Japanese ambassador and took 500
guests hostage (see NotiSur, 01/10/97).
Peru's negotiator in talks regarding the dispute with Ecuador Foreign Minister Francisco Tudela is
one of the 74 hostages still held by the rebels. His Ecuadoran counterpart, Galo Leoro Franco, was
among the team of diplomats and dignitaries accompanying Bucaram. The MRTA has refused to
free Tudela despite repeated appeals from various diplomats and experts in international politics
who consider his presence essential in the negotiations between Ecuador and Peru and who credit
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him with the advances made to date in the process. The peace talks between Peru and Ecuador
are being held through the mediation of the guarantor countries of the Rio de Janeiro Protocol, the
treaty signed following the 1941 war in which Ecuador lost nearly half its territory. The guarantors
are Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and the US. A small area of the border outlined in the 1942 protocol was
never demarcated and resulting friction has touched off three significant conflicts during the past
55 years. The latest negotiations between Tudela and Galo Leoro had been planned for early this
month in Brasilia, but were postponed because of the hostage crisis.
The talks are now scheduled for Feb. 17 in Brasilia, when the two countries will decide the order of
the agenda aimed at finding a solution to the dispute. In confirming the date of the negotiations,
Fujimori said that the delegations would meet "with utmost determination, with good intentions,
and with transparency, to try to arrive at a definitive peace between the two countries."
While in Lima, Bucaram spoke to a special session of the Peruvian Congress, which had been
convoked to receive him. He took the opportunity to express his support for Fujimori's handling of
the hostage crisis, and he sent a "special message of solidarity" to Foreign Minister Tudela. Later,
Bucaram said that the hostages should be prepared to die rather than make concessions to the
rebels. "I lament the presence of persons such as the brother of President Fujimori and Foreign
Minister Tudela, but I believe the hostages must be willing to sacrifice their lives in defense of the
society that we human beings have created," said Bucaram just before leaving Peru. "The world is
hoping for a peaceful solution, but also a just solution, and that means that the guerrillas cannot
impose their will on a world that wants to live in peace."
In treating the border dispute during his speech to Congress, Bucaram said that flexibility and
mutual concessions are indispensable in the Peru-Ecuador talks if peace is to be achieved. "We
are here in the name of peace. The borders of our two countries cannot be used to increase the
wealth of arms manufacturers," said Bucaram. "My country is determined...that, with the invaluable
cooperation of the guarantor countries of the Rio de Janeiro Protocol, we will find mutually
acceptable formulas for a peaceful solution." Bucaram was given the keys to the city and accorded
all the pomp due a visiting dignitary, despite Ecuador's demand that the border be renegotiated and
that Ecuador have "sovereign access" to the Amazon a demand considered unacceptable to Peru.
Territorial access to the Amazon with sovereignty "is an aspiration of the Ecuadoran people that is
difficult to set aside," said Bucaram.
For Peru, the dispute is "simply one of demarcation," while for Ecuador it is "a matter of
boundaries," said Bucaram. "What is being defended is the basic concept of sovereignty." While
Peruvian crowds lining the streets gave Bucaram an enthusiastic welcome, political reaction was
more cautious, especially from the opposition. Former UN secretary general and presidential
candidate Javier Perez de Cuellar pointed out that Bucaram had only demonstrated a "friendly
attitude," but had made no commitments. "Concretely, the president has promised absolutely
nothing," said Perez de Cuellar. "He has only made a commitment to be a good person, so no one
should jump to the conclusion that Ecuador will go to the negotiating table with extraordinary
flexibility." While Peruvian diplomat Gonzalo Fernandez Puyo praised Bucaram's good intentions
to find a definitive peace, he said that the mutual concessions to which Bucaram referred must be
within the parameters of the Rio Protocol.
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"Our agreement to list our disagreements, which we call substantive impasses, shows good faith,"
said Fernandez Puyo. "However, they are the same disagreements that we could not overcome at
the time of the protocol or at the time of the Santiago Declaration." Fernandez Puyo said the major
geographic areas of disagreement include one located between the Rio Largartococha and the Rio
Gueppi, and two other areas in the Cordillera del Condor. He said that mutual concessions could
be made regarding those areas, within the context of the geographic reality. Sovereign access to the
Amazon, however, "is not an impasse, but an absurd aspiration."
The Peruvians' position is that the Rio Protocol requires Peru to give Ecuador access to the Amazon
through the Rio Napo, but only through a navigation treaty, not sovereign access. On his return to
Ecuador, Bucaram said during a press conference in Guayaquil that the visit had been a success, and
he added that border disputes become less important as globalization of the economy practically
erases national boundaries. [Sources: Inter Press Service, 12/18/96; United Press International,
01/13/97; Spanish news service EFE, 01/14/97, 01/15/96; Associated Press, 01/15/97; La Republica
(Peru), 01/14/97, 01/16/97; Agence France-Presse, 01/16/96]
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